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CONTENT OF THE FINAL REPORT

VOLUME 1 Synthesis of recommendations for Sites of Merit approach

Context, objectives of the mission and programme

Proposal for an innovative approach

Natural & cultural sites and Sustainable development

Sites of Merit Commitments

Testing the Grands Sites de France approach and methodology in Iceland

A method based on the recognition and experience of the values of the site

The key points of the method

The interest of the exercise 

Translating these elements into action: the Landscape Intention Scheme

Recommendations for translating the Sites of Merit  commitments to each site

The vision, the principles for action in the sites 

The working method at each Site of Merit

Site development

Recommendations for national policy steering

Steering and governance at national level

Position of the 4 test sites in relation to the Sites of Merit commitments 

The labelling process 

What types of sites should be involved in the Site of Merit Policy ? 

Involvement of private partners and private owners of the sites

Local governance of projects

Involve architects, landscapers and contractors

Create a site managers network

Conclusion

Annexes:  List of documents transmitted to MII, Programm, List of Participants

31

VOLUME 2 Graphic Documents (drawings, photos, Landcape Intention 

Schemes)

2A  Introduction

2B Jokulsarlon

2C Geysir

2D Gullfoss

2E Thingvellir

Note 1: In Volume 1, numbers in brackets refer to Volume 2 slides.

Note 2: In this document, "Sites of Merit" and "Varda" are used interchangeably.

Note 3: All drawings, maps and LIS are by Alain Freytet.

Anne Vourc'h, Alain Freytet, Yoann Bit-Monnot, Assistance Mission  for the Sites of Merit in Iceland Project, 2021 



COLLECTING SHARED REFERENCES FOR THE WORKSHOP
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FIRST LANDSCAPE EXERCISE

IN SELJALANDSFOSS
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On the way to Jokulsarlon, in Seljalandsfoss, first exercise for the group: lecture of the landscape
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On the way to Jokulsarlon, in Seljalandsfoss, first exercise for the group. Lecture of the landscape: how to make it simple!
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How photoshop makes it magic! 43



How photoshop makes it magic! 44
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COLLECTIVE WORK ON THE GROUND
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All together, walking around the site, taking time, having the visitor experience of the site.
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Experiencing the site, and sharing ideas and impressions, together. 
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Writing workshop. Express in writing your emotions towards the site:  
What, for you, makes the power and beauty of the site of Jokulsarlon? 

How do you dream Jokulsarlon to be in the future? 

Anne Vourc'h, Alain Freytet, Yoann Bit-Monnot, Assistance Mission  for the Sites of Merit in Iceland Project, 2021 50



The surprise of sharing emotions and dreams: they are so similar among the participants! 

Anne Vourc'h, Alain Freytet, Yoann Bit-Monnot, Assistance Mission  for the Sites of Merit in Iceland Project, 2021 
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The identification of the site's values and the collective expression of wishes for the future become the basis of the project. 

From ideas to action: five key points for the further "Landscape Intention Scheme" in Jokulsarlon, based on the writings of 

participants in the workshop.



SOME LEARNINGS…
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Sustainability cannot be based on a ready-made grid of objective criteria, such as good environmental practices (waste sorting, 

electrical outlets for cars, etc.) or tourism (high-level services, first-class visitor centres, etc.). 
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